
 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

Ethel Jane Adair Roberts (Mrs Francis Impey) 

This unattributed article in the Kingsfield Book of Remembrance, provides a sound outline of the life of Ethel Adair 

Impey but more recent research, by a variety of authors, has uncovered additional information. 

For example, Ethel’s daughter, Felicity A. Crump, mentioned Madame said Ethel was too short to undertake the 

course at Dartford.  Ethel persuaded her to accept her and her father was required to pay two years of fees in 

advance.  Ethel had to spend a year at Westfield College (1895-96) in order to matriculate. 

Ida Webb, in her  M.Ed. dissertation, written in 1967, provides a starting point for Ethel’s life after college:  

 Mary Hankinson (student 1896-l898) was another such "rebel" (Rhoda Anstey was described earlier as a 
 rebel) and on 9th January 1899, she and thirty of Madame's old students met to form the Swedish Physical 
 Educationalists, exclusively for 'trained teachers of gymnastics’, later to be known as the Ling Association. 
 
Ida Webb quoted from Ethel’s private papers (1902): 
 
 Madame's letter to her Old Students. Copy from Mrs. Adair Impey's Private Papers. 

 Students. During my absence abroad last January, some old students met in London and founded an 
 Association, which they called "Swedish Physical Educationalists.” On my return to England I was 
 informed of its existence and asked to become its President. My reply was to the effect that I could only 
 become President of this Association on the condition that its name (Impossible and absurd) be  changed. 
 From a circular received yesterday, I find that though this condition has not yet been complied with, my name 
 has nevertheless been entered as President. To avoid further mistakes, I now write to say that I have no 
 connection with the above Association. 
 
 Yours faithfully,  M. Bergman Österberg. 
 
It seems likely that Ethel’s relationship with Madame was soured by this response to her former students. Ida Webb 

quoted again from Ethel’s private papers referring to a Bergman Ӧsterberg Union in 1918: 

 I dared to go to Dartford College to speak there at the Reunion, I remember how greatly and deeply 
 concerned I was at 'this mission’ which had emanated, entirely from my own mind. A student lent me her 
 bedroom for five minutes so that I could pray for help and support before I spoke. The risk of speaking 
 and bearding the lions in their den was great but there was a big turnover in 1919. 
 

It is clear that Ethel’s relationship with Dartford, even after Madame’s death, was cautious. 

In 1900 Ethel was on the Ling Association’s first sub-committee to determine the rules of netball.  She claimed, in 

1901, her father had suggested attaching a net to the ring on the netball post to help the umpires determine 

whether or not a goal had been scored. 

Between 1905 and 1908 Ethel was involved with the growth and development of Dunfermline College of Hygiene 

and Physical Training. She helped to establish the foundations and traditions of this newly established college.  

Ethel’s ideas  must have been influenced by her experience as a member of staff at the South Western Polytechnic 

and Anstey College, as well as her student days at Kingsfield.  In The History of Dunfermline College the author, Dr 

MacLean, recorded that the first Principal of Dunfermline College, Flora Ogston, who had trained between 1901-

1903 at the South Western Polytechnic: 

 had received her training in Swedish Gymnastics from Miss Ethel Adair Roberts. 

Ethel’s first role at Dunfermline College was Warden of the Hall of Residence.  Dr MacLean, stated: 

 In a note of her appointment in April 1905, the Dunfermline Press printed that she had six years of teaching 

 and lecturing at a Physical Training College at Halesowen, Worcester (Anstey) and at the South Western 

 Polytechnic  (Chelsea).   

After one year as the Warden, Ethel became the college Principal in 1906 and, at the same time, her younger sister 

Muriel, after leaving St Felix School, Southwold, joined Dunfermline College as a student. (Perhaps, Ethel followed 

Mary Hankinson’s lead as Mary’s younger sister, Hilda, trained at Anstey, rather than Dartford.)  In 1907, Ethel 

appointed Vera Volkhovsky, a Dartford trained gymnast to her staff as an assistant lecturer.  Vera had completed 

her course in 1905.  Ethel wrote a book called a Handbook of Free Standing Gymnastics in 1908.  It was designed 

to help teachers working with younger pupils and was adopted by the Ling Association. 

Ethel left her post, to marry on 24th June 1908.  Her husband, Francis Impey, was also a Quaker.  The ceremony 

took place at the Hampstead Meeting House and they set up home near Birmingham. 



 

 

On July 15th 1910 an advertisement, in Votes for Women headed Gymnastics Teachers, gave Ethel’s name as the 

organiser of the society.  Her address was Cropthorne, Kings Norton. The advertisement stated the group would 

march under the blue and silver banner of the ‘Gymnastics Teachers Suffrage Society’. 

Elizabeth Crawford in Women and her Sphere. Stories from Frederick Street to Winson Green. The Birmingham 

Suffrage Campaign explained:  

 In April 1911 some members of the Birmingham WSPU joined in the boycott called on the census. One 
 of these was Mrs Ethel Adair Impey, a Quaker,  of Cropthorne, Middletonhall Road, King’s Norton… She 
 was described on the census form, filled in by the registrar, as a ‘Suffragette, Information Refused’. In 
 fact, information was refused not only by her, but also by her husband, her son, her servant and about 6 
 nameless females. 
 
Elizabeth Crawford in The Women's Suffrage Movement: A Reference Guide, 1866–1928 published by Routledge, 

(2001) wrote: 

 on attaining the age of 21 Lenton joined the WSPU and with fellow members took part in a window smashing 
 campaign in March 1912.  She was jailed for two months under the alias Ida Inkley. 
 

 Lenton was rearrested on 22 December 1913, on a charge of setting fire to a house in Cheltenham. She was 
 recognised from her police surveillance photograph, and imprisoned, when she commenced another hunger 
 and thirst strike, being released at 11 a.m. into the care of Mrs Impey of Birmingham from whose home she 
 absconded yet again, remaining at large until early May 1914 when she was rearrested at Birkenhead. 
 
Further information comes from Pam Lunn, of Woodbrooke College, in: 

You Have Lost Your Opportunity British Quakers and the Militant Phase of the Women's Suffrage 

Campaign: 1906-1914  

 In The Friend 54 (1914):207) a Quaker militant finally declared herself: Ethel Impey wrote to explain her 
 position, that constitutional methods had been exhausted and she, like other militants, now felt compelled by 
 conscience to act. She upbraided Friends for not protesting against the forcible feeding of women prisoners, 
 claiming that if it were happening to common prostitutes, Friends would be protesting loudly. 
 
The Friends Journal August 27 1955 stated:  

 Ethel Adair Impey, of Northfield Meeting, England, who has just celebrated her seventy-eighth birthday, 
 broadcast in the B.B.C. Midland Home Service on the subject of the introduction of netball for women. A 
 pioneer warden and principal of the first physical training college for women in Scotland, she recently flew to 
 Aberdeen to take part in jubilee celebrations, at which she was presented to Queen Elizabeth, the Queen 
 Mother.  

 

Key to the students mentioned on page 3: 

Hanky  Mary Hankinson was a prime mover behind the idea to form what became known as the Ling 

   Association. She was a keen supporter of the suffrage movement and became President of 

   the Gymnastics Teachers Suffrage Society in 1913.  She was a founder member of the All 

   England Women’s Netball Association.     

Sally    Sally Taylor married in 1900.  

Bat                        Mary Christina Batstone was appointed to the staff at Anstey, after her marriage. 

Wheels                  Leila Glencairn Wheeley became a kindergarten teacher and then a nurse and midwife. 

Clap                      Dora May Clapham married in 1902.  She was not related to the Clapham family with links to 

   hockey. 

Goodall                Mary Goodall came from the US.  In 1903 she married an American and return to live in the 

   USA. 

Woods                   Kathleen Mary Woods was also a Quaker.   

Webb                   Eleanor Agatha Webb recorded her time at college in a photograph album which is held in 

   The Ӧsterberg Collection. 
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This online catalogue indicates that Ethel donated some documents to the Library of the Society of Friends. 

A note in the papers, dated 1947, offering the papers suggests they could be part of a Library of Peace or 

Conscientious Objection.   There is a suggested link with Andrew Carnegie. 
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