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Hockey is so well known that it is hardly necessary to say much about it,   
excepting that it is a very great mistake to regard it as essentially a rough game. 

         

        Jane Frances Dove, Cultivation of the Body 1898 

        from Section III Work and play in girls’ schools 

 

 

Introduction 

 

It has not been possible to access archives and collections during the pandemic as many have 
been closed and members of staff furloughed. 

However, school magazines have been a very valuable source of information and some are now 
online.  These are primary sources which may not have been consulted before. They suggest 
that hockey had been played in a surprising number of schools before the game began at 
Dartford.   

One factor stands out. A number of Madame’s students, who were involved with the 
development of hockey, were brought up within Quaker families and others were educated or 
went to teach at schools run by The Society of Friends.  Quakers treated boys and girls equally 
and the girls were allowed to play games and experience the same freedoms as their brothers. 
As a result they developed a different view of the role of women than the usually accepted one 
in the Victorian era.  I have indicated with a Q students who had connections with the Society of 
Friends. 

I am very grateful to Angela Tawse, librarian and archivist at St Leonards School for her 
assistance, encouragement and for allowing me to use photographs from the school archive. I 
was able to access the collection of school histories in the library, the photographic archive and I 
made use of the published St Leonards and Wycombe Abbey Gazettes. 

I have exchanged very useful e mails with the archivists at Francis Holland (Sloane Square) and 
Berkhamsted Collegiate School. 

Carrie Welsh, who looks after the archive held by the Dunfermline College of P.E. OSA, allowed 
me to use the photograph of their staff and Year III students, taken in 1948 

Karen Davies, the archivist of the Bedford College of PE Collection, gave me permission to use 
a scan of the photograph of Phyl Allinson, which was included in the OSA’s Annual Report 2012.   

Christobel Elliott (1964) and Margaret Angus (1968) proof read the document and made many 
helpful suggestions. 

 

          

 

          Jane Claydon 

          May 2021 

         

 

© Jane Claydon and The Ӧsterberg Collection 
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Information about the introduction of hockey at Madame’s college is included in her early reports.  They indicate 
the useful role some of her students had played, as they had previously learned the game at school.  Hannah 
Williamson (1896) Q and Elsie Impey (1897) Q had been educated at The Mount School, York,  Elsie  also 
attended Polam Hall School, in Darlington, as did Beatrice Marriage (1897) Q. It is not known which school Elsie 
Feesy.(1897) attended but it may have been a London day school.  Ethel Rigby (Mrs Baillie Gibson) (1898) had 
been educated at St Leonards School. 

Most readers will be aware that one Madame’s earliest students, Christabel Lawrence (Mrs Cope Cornford) (1887), 
was the first Hon. Secretary of the AEWHA, when it was formed as a result of a discussion in a tea shop.  Other 
aspects of this document will be less well known. 

Madame’s students were instrumental in spreading the game of hockey, not just in the British Isles but further 
afield. For example, Hanna Flyborg (1897) introduced hockey in Baltimore that year, four years before the 
involvement of Constance Applebee.  Later, several Dartford old students assisted the US to develop the game. 
Four were made honorary members of the USFHA in recognition of their work.  Phyllis Clubbe (1912) and 
Gwynneth Morris (1906) were very involved with the promotion of hockey in Victoria and New South Wales.  
Winifred Henson (1910) later Mrs Yell, had a strong influence on the development of hockey in South Africa.  
Muriel Moir (1909) became their ‘premier umpire’.  Old students travelled long distances by boat to coach and to 
play in international matches 

I have chosen to include information about students who entered college before 1970.  Records about hockey at a 
later stage are more easily accessed.  Information is available on the internet where names, club, county and 
international records can be found. 
 

Key 

Names mentioned in this publication which are followed by a date in brackets such as (1898) trained at Dartford.   

AEWHA—All England Women’s Hockey Association 

IFWHA—International Federation of Women’s Hockey Associations 

SWHA—Scottish Women’s Hockey Association 

USFHA—United States Field Hockey Association 
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Information about the introduction of hockey at Dartford can be found in Madame’s reports.   

The entry below is taken from her 1895 Report 

Madame’s Report 1896–1898 

© The Ӧsterberg Collection 
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The Departed and the Stalwarts  

 

Photographs of students  

mentioned in Madame’s Report 1896–98 

© The Ӧsterberg Collecton 

      Hannah Beakbane Q    Kate Slater Q and Alice Cox Q   Ethel Adair Roberts Q 

    Ethel Rigby 

Elsie Impey Q 

© Polam Hall, Darlington 

          

Q            Q 

Q 

Q 
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The introduction of women’s hockey  

Hockey for women began as a club based game. Traditionally it is thought to have entered girls’ schools as a 
result of encouragement by members of staff educated at Girton College and Newnham College, Cambridge. 

The first national hockey association to be formed was the Irish Ladies Hockey Union, in 1894.  

However, some schools developed a ‘hockey like’ game which they played before the official game for women 
emerged.  St Leonards developed goals, a game devised by a pupil, Annie Ord, in 1878.  Teams were eight a side 
and the girls played inter house matches.  Before 1892, girls at The Mount School, York persuaded members of 
staff that ‘shinty’, their game which closely resembled hockey, was a safer version.  The Mount played bedroom 
games which were the equivalent of inter dorm games.   Polam Hall, in Darlington, played a similar form of hockey.  

Madame’s students: Ethel Rigby, Hannah Williamson, Elsie Impey and Beatrice Marriage had attended these 
schools and had played these early games.  They were able to provide valuable advice and coaching. 

Information about the first AEWHA team members is included in Madame’s Report 1896-98. It lists their hockey 
background, the teams they played for and their family involvement. Three of the players mentioned the 
opportunity to watch men’s teams play was an important influence.  The Wimbledon Ladies Hockey Club was 
founded in 1889. More details about the hockey playing brothers of these team members are given in Joanne 
Haplin’s thesis, Will you walk into my Parlour?  (The Clapham hockey playing family was influential, Edward 
Clapham played for England, but Dora Clapham (1898), later Mrs W.G. Porter,  does not  appear to be related to 
them.) 

                                   © The Ӧsterberg Collection 
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Madame’s Report 1896–98 contained some unique information about early women’s hockey.  Nancy Taylor 
recorded she had played mixed hockey with a club in Newton Abbot, South Devon, known as the Wolborough 
Hockey Club.  A smaller than normal string or cork ball and small ash sticks were used by these players.   

Emily Tatham mentioned the formation of the club at Molesey and May Fisher stated she played for Holloway 
College in 1896 and then King’s College in 1897. Clara Morgan played for the Chiswick and Columbine Hockey 
Club in 1896.  Joanne Haplin’s informative thesis, Will you walk into our parlour, states that this club, founded in 
1893, was a London based club for former students of Lady Margaret Hall, Oxford. 

Miss W. M. Langridge said she played when she went to Lady Margaret Hall, in 1893. Alice Carver explained she 
had first played at Wimbledon House School (later Roedean) during the winter of 1893/94. Alice played there for 
two seasons before joining the Knutsford Club where Miss Ashworth had played in 1895. 

The East Molesey Club, founded in 1887 is thought to have been the first women’s club. (The Hockey Museum has 
a photograph of the club team dated 1891.)   

The King’s College Club attracted not only the Clapham sisters as members but also, Edith Thompson, the founder 
and editor, in 1901, of The Hockey Field.  Edith Thompson, was educated at Cheltenham Ladies College.  She 
entered King’s College, London in 1895 and became captain of her college hockey team.  (Edith was very 
influential and became involved, some years later, with not only women’s hockey but also with women’s lacrosse 
and netball.  When lacrosse and netball founded their associations Edith Thomson was invited to become a 
member of their first committees.  Netball and lacrosse results were placed in The Hockey Field and even golf and 
table tennis (tab ten) were included for a short time.) 

Clubs in more rural areas began to emerge. The Chelmsford Hockey Club and Wikipedia publish useful information 
about the founding of Chelmsford ladies hockey club.  Members of the Chelmsford tennis club, in 1898, used land, 
for hockey at Moulsham Lodge, with permission from the tenant, Mr Herbert Marriage.  The extensive Marriage 
family, in Essex, were Quakers and included Beatrice Marriage (1896) whose relations included Elsie Impey (1897) 
and Ethel Adair Roberts (1898).  Herbert Marriage was Beatrice’s uncle.  At one stage, in the early 1900s, twelve 
ladies from the Marriage family played hockey, for Chelmsford.  The club also used land at Fingrith Hall and 
Widford Lodge, which were both in the possession of the  Marriage family.  (Anna Hilda Marriage (1902) Q was 
brought up at Fingrith Hall. She was also distantly related to Beatrice.)  Players used horse brakes to travel to 
matches.  Later, it was possible to use the railway in order to play clubs such Saffron Walden.  The website 
suggests that between 1900–1903 clubs existed at Bocking, Braintree, Brentwood, Broomfield, Colchester, Maldon 
and Ipswich. 

Chips and Sparks, the school magazine published by Graham Street, (Francis Holland, Sloane Square) recorded in 
1898, an Old Girls team had been formed before March 1897. The magazine stated: 

Now that we have a Hockey Team and play matches apart from the School, we need some distinguishing  
badge.  It has been suggested that we should if possible keep the idea of the daisy… and combine some other 
colour with the yellow and white of the school colours. 

A ground had been found at Richmond and practices were to take place on Saturday mornings.  A captain had 
been selected, the subscription had been set at  5/- a season or 3/6 for one term, hat-bands and ties would be 
ready the following term and the uniform shirts would be brown and white flannel. 

The Wycombe Abbey School Seniors (Old Girls) formed their hockey club in December 1901 and a photograph of 
members of The Liverpool Old Girls hockey club, taken in 1901 can be found on the internet.  The Mount Heath 
Ladies Hockey Club was formed in 1902, by girls who had been educated at The Mount School, perhaps with 
encouragement from Hannah Williamson (1898). 

Information about clubs is included in Colin Cruden’s A History of Anstey College 1897–1972. He explained 
Anstey’s ability to establish hockey was: 

...aided by the number of club sides which were already well rooted in the Midlands and regular fixtures with 
local teams such as the Edgbaston Ladies Hockey Club, Birmingham University L.H.C.,Stourbridge L.H.C., and 
Kidderminster L.H.C. 

The Scottish Women’s Hockey Jubilee Book included information about the clubs which had developed from 1894, 
well before the foundation of the Scottish Ladies Hockey Association in 1901.  The St Regulus Club was founded in 
1894, East Renfrewshire and Polmont in 1897, Edinburgh in 1898, Hawick, Western and West of Scotland in 1899 
and Dumbarton in 1900.  The St Leonards Seniors and Mistresses formed a hockey club in 1896 and in the 
summer 1897, members met to play cricket.  The hockey players may have dispersed and joined other clubs. 
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Photographs taken at Dartford between 1896–1898 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 1898/1899 the AEWHA published a list of club colours in a booklet on a page headed Appendix G 

The Bergman-Osterberg P.T.C Club wore: Navy tunic, white jersey, badge in blue and gold 

Eleanor A. Webb’s album 1896–98 

© The Ӧsterberg Collection 

Ethel Adair Roberts’ album  
1896–98 

© The Ӧsterberg Collection 

      Ethel Rigby 
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College hockey clubs 

Clubs, emerging from women’s colleges and women’s sections of universities, played a large part in the further 
development of the game and the founding of new hockey clubs.  Their fixtures included matches against each 
other, and also schools, as they began to introduce hockey or hockey like games. 

Janet Beverley in her article,  A new game introduced! Hockey’s Origins and Feminist Links in Australia, published 
in Sporting Traditions in 2020 stated: 

the first recorded women’s hockey match was between Somerville College and Lady Margaret Hall, of Oxford 
University in 1885. 

The Notting Hill and Ealing school magazines provide useful information via their ‘College Letters’, written by old 
girls attending colleges and universities.  It recorded: students at Royal HolIoway College had written hockey is still 
popular in 1892.  Aberystwyth University had established a hockey club in 1894 and, in 1896, hockey was 
described as the most popular game at Royal Holloway College. By 1889 hockey was a favourite game at 
Somerville College, Oxford.   

Mary S. Tait (1892) was a student at Somerville College, between 1885 and 1888, prior to her entry to Madame’s 
college in Hampstead.  It is not known if she played hockey while at Oxford but is seems a possibility. 

Wimbledon High School magazines recorded that hockey was being played at Newnham College in 1891.  Mention 
was made in 1892, that  three or  four years ago hockey was very popular at Somerville but it had now been 
dropped. 

In Girton College Barbara Stephen explained that a hockey club had been founded in 1890 and year matches 
began in 1891. Expanding that statement she said: 

 ...and matches between Newnham and Girton about the same time.  Cups were presented… including one 
given in 1898, for matches with Oxford women’s Colleges by two sisters I.P. Scott of Newnham and A.D.  Scott 
of Somerville – both Old Rodeanians and nieces of C.P. Scott, of the Manchester Guardian, whose wife was 
Girton Pioneer Rachel Cook.  Other  matches are played with Holloway College (since 1894), Past Girtonians 
(since 1895) and various ladies’ clubs and girls schools.  

Newnham College has an illustrious history.  Alice Gardener, in A Short History of Newnham College, Cambridge, 
recorded in 1921 that Miss Clough had introduced the game: 

Hockey,… was started by the first Principal herself, and it has remained for a long time one of the most 
prominent of the games societies.  

A photograph dated 1891, of the Newnham hockey team, includes Philippa Fawcett, daughter of Millicent Fawcett 
(Garrett) and niece of Dr Elizabeth Garrett Anderson, is available on line. 

Lady Margaret Hall, A short history, provides information about hockey there: 

Lady Margaret Hall only began to play as a regular thing in about 1891.  It was a notable advance, and added 
joy to life… The hockey grounds of those early years were odd indeed.  We played on a rough field by the 
Cherwell, and on the terraced slopes of the Somerville garden. 

The following recollection sheds light on how the game was introduced to these students: 

 If the grounds were not ideal the student were fortunate in their teachers, and many an afternoon did the present 
Master of Balliol and Dr W.T. Brooks spend in instructing eager but ignorant students. 

The influence of men as coaches, for some players, echoes the comments of the early England players in 
Madame’s Report 1896 – 98.  (This is in marked contrast to the publication of a set of standardised netball rules by 
the all female members of the Ling Association in 1902.)   

It was a Newnham College team, made up of present and past students who, in January 1895, visited Ireland at the 
invitation of Alexandra College, Dublin.  A series of matches were played and the Irish players announced to their 
visitors that they had founded an Irish Hockey Union.  

The St Leonards Gazette in June 1895 recorded that Barbara Bradby, (Lady Margaret Hall) had captained the 
Oxford University hockey team when they played Cambridge on 19th March at Wimbledon.  Eva J. Ruston, 
educated firstly, at Moira House in Bournemouth and then St Leonards, together with Mary Fletcher, who had 
attended Baker Street (Francis Holland, Regent’s Park), prior to St Leonards, played for Cambridge University, who 
won 5–4. 
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Madame’s prospectus, published in 1903, gives a list of the colleges and schools where her students 

had obtained posts.  Many had already introduced hockey. 

© The Ӧsterberg Collection 
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Ethel Stevenson (1892), an old girl of Notting Hill and Ealing H.S, was appointed Playground Mistress at St 
Leonards in January 1892.  (Clara) Dorothea Tabor entered St Leonards at exactly the same time, after previously  
attending Notting Hill.  Dorothea entered Newnham in 1895 and was captain of her college hockey team and then 
in 1899, the Newnham old students hockey team.  Dorothea was at St Leonards at the same Ethel Rigby (1898) 
and Ida Stewart (1908).  Dorothea would have played goals, not hockey, while at school. 

Winifred Peck (née Knox), writing her reminiscences of her time, between 1902–1905 at Lady Margaret Hall, in A 
Little Learning, included: 

But hockey in spring wind or rain or misty autumn shine on our admirable ground, our great matches with 
Cambridge or Somerville and long, long conversations about them over tea tables by blazing fires, were the 
centre of our early terms. 

Nor did I for a moment lose interest in hockey, from my first term when I managed to get into the Oxford Eleven 
to the Easter term, when as captain of Lady Margaret, we beat Somerville. 

The Wycombe Abbey Gazette March 1903 recorded Winifred was in the United Oxford Hockey team in the 
previous term.  It seems likely that this team included players from several colleges.  School magazines provide 
information about their fixtures which included, in some cases, colleges and universities.  It is more difficult to 
access information about teacher training colleges. 

In The Challenge of Change, Dr Ida Webb includes details of The first curriculum at Chelsea College of Physical 
Education.  It  suggests cricket, tennis and hockey were played from the start, in 1898.  The students used playing 
fields at Battersea Park. 

Colin Cruden in A History of Anstey College 1897–1972 stated: 

Hockey was well established early on at the College,…  By the 1906–1907 
season the College had nineteen 1st team fixtures arranged for the season 
and managed to run an A team as well. 

Dr Ida Webb states in Women's Physical Education in Great Britain 1800– 
1965 that Anstey included hockey on the timetable by 1904 if not before.  She 
also said Derby Training College, later known as Bishop Lonsdale College, 
started hockey in 1899.  Dr Ida Webb quoted from the Derby College 
Magazine, published in January 1899: 

At the beginning a game of hockey meant a wild indiscriminate rush and 
scramble over the very limited sized ground, during which the instructors 
careered about, shouting a perfect cannonade of such orders as ‘Now you 
have got the ball take it up the wing’ and ‘So and So don’t raise your club 
like that’. 

Darlington Ladies Training College were playing hockey by 1904. A 
photograph of an early Whiteland's Training College hockey team dated 1905 
can be found on the internet. 

The photograph on the right is of Wyndham Hughes Hallett (1904).  It gives a 
clear picture of the uniform worn by Madame’s students plus the stick, boots 
and shin pads used in that era.  (It appears in an album but unfortunately other 
players have been cut out.)  Wyndham was educated at The Princess Helena 
College where hockey was introduced in the late 1880s.  As Wyndham left 
college in 1904 her name does not appear on any college team lists. 

The catalogue of the Special Collections at the University of St Andrews 
suggests women’s hockey began there in 1906–07.  At this stage Dorothy Le 
Couteur (1901) was employed as an Instructor in ‘Physical Culture and 
Hygiene’ so she probably introduced the game. Dorothy also taught 
gymnastics at the Dundee Training College but there is no evidence she 
taught hockey.  Dorothy was briefly Principal of Dartford College in the 
summer term 1930. 

The Jubilee Book, published by the SWHA, indicated by 1903 Districts had 
been set up and matches organised. However, colleges seemed slower in Scotland, than in England, to form clubs.  
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This photograph was probably taken in 1905 

 

The very tall student is Roberta Cunningham  

and  

on her right is E.R Clarke 

 

Lilian Esslemont is standing on the very far right 

 

Denise Cowles is probably the student sitting far left 

and  

Annie Ranken is wearing GK pads 

 

 

© The Ӧsterberg Collection 
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School hockey 

 

Girls at Penketh School started to play hockey in 1886, according to  A History of Penketh School 1834-1907.   The 
Princes Helena College recorded playing a hockey match in the autumn of 1888 against Atlanta Club, in Kent.  
Hockey is not mentioned again in A Daisy in the Broom, a history of the school, until 1896 when it recorded hockey 
players were required:  

to share a field with the local butcher, who grazed his cows there twice a week. 

In the 1880s, Blackheath High School played with teams, whose numbers, seemed to be unlimited. 

At St Leonards the game of goals was played for many years before hockey was introduced in 1895. Louisa Garrett 
Anderson was a pupil at the school in 1888 and the Suffolk Record Office holds letters she wrote to her parents 
while at the school. Louisa was more interested in drama than games but she mentioned goals in May 1888: 

We had a very nice game of Goles (sic) last night in the playground for 1/2 an hour. 

In November 1888 Louisa Garrett Anderson wrote: 

We have had two goal matches this week... Our house is going to have  a second goal eight & I am going to be    
in it unluckily, & I have no time for practising at all this week and very likely we may have a match at the 
beginning of next week which will be extremely fearful if we do.  

It is useful to be made aware that some girls, at that time, had reservations about these activities and did not hide 
their feelings from their parents.  Not all pupils embraced hockey and other similar team games with enthusiasm.   

Bedford High School, like The Mount and St Leonards, played their own version of hockey in the late 1880s and 
early 1890s.  This description outlined Bedford High School’s game:  

The goal posts were two sticks at one end and the chestnut tree and the privet hedge.  ...we played with the 
stick in either hand as we liked and, and with the front or the back of it. 

...I remember how keen we were on our own peculiar game. 

Wimbledon High School started hockey in 1892 and played against Wimbledon Ladies Hockey Club and Royal 
Holloway College in 1893.  Baker Street, (Francis Holland School, Regent Street), played two matches against 
Wimbledon High School in 1893, on 18th March and 8th April.   

The Baker Street team used a smaller ball and played with smaller sticks which sounds similar to the game Nancy 
Taylor played at Wolborough Hockey Club.  Wimbledon High School recorded playing matches against the Atlanta 
Club and Columbines in 1895. In 1896 Wimbledon High School lost to Chiswick and Bedford Park High School and 
the Atlanta Club but beat Graham Street. (Frances Holland, Sloane Square.)   

Madame’s Report 1896 – 98 included news from Florence Simpson (1896) Q who wrote: 

At The Mount, a hockey club has been inaugurated which plays on grass and uses regulation clubs, instead of 
the old time ash sticks.  Last session the York team managed to defeat Miss Marriage's team from Darlington. 

Gillian Avery, author of The Best Type of Girl,  includes in her book a photograph of girls at Winchester High School 
playing hockey in the 1890s.  St Swithun’s, as the school came to be known, played their first outside match against 
Queen Anne’s, Caversham in 1896.  The North London Collegiate School began hockey in 1896.  The girls were 
introduced to the game by members of staff who had learned the game while at Girton College. 

Beatrice Marriage (1896) educated at Polam Hall in Darlington and appointed to the staff in 1897 taught hockey.  
She remained on the staff until 1906. Maud Broughton-Head (1894) had been appointed to the staff by 1895. 

Carlisle and County High School for Girls, a member of the Girls’ Public Day School Co., introduced hockey in 
about 1897.  A very posed and undated photograph is included in a book about the history of the school.  It shows 
girls playing the game in a garden behind the school.  They appear to be wearing longish skirts and boaters, 
although one girl is wearing a tammy. 

Graham Street recorded playing a match against Baker Street in 1898 which they lost and a game on 19th March 
1898 which they won. 

Kathleen McCrone, in Playing the Game, included by 1897 a Games Association had been established by the 
London and suburban schools. It was presided over by Miss Florence Gadesden, Headmistress of Blackheath High 
School and fourteen schools participated in the hockey league.  
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Hockey at Dartford in 1903 

© The Ӧsterberg Collection 

© The Ӧsterberg Collection 
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Berkhamsted Girls’ Grammar School organised inter-form matches in 1897 and, in October 1899, played St 
Margaret’s, Bushey.  

Girls’ schools embraced hockey with enthusiasm.  In 1896, Miss Frances Dove left St Leonards to found Wycombe 
Abbey School and hockey was introduced in the first term.  In  February 1897 the Wycombe Abbey Gazette 
reported they had fixtures arranged with Baker Street Church High School, St Anne’s (sic) Caversham and the 
Oxford Club. Match reports indicted Baker Street and the Oxford Club had been defeated, but Wycombe Abbey had 
lost to St Anne’s. (sic)  

Miss Margaret Isabella Gardiner, a former member of Miss Dove’s 
staff at St Leonards, founded St Felix School in 1897.  Miss Gardiner 
immediately introduced hockey. (Dr Elizabeth Garrett Anderson 
allowed Miss Gardiner to start her school in her holiday house, in 
Aldeburgh.) 

In 1898, Bedales introduced hockey for the girls who joined the 
school, although some boys had to make up the numbers initially. 

Madame’s Report dated 1896–98 included an entry from Ethel 
Cremmer Rowe (1893) Q.  Her first post was at the High School in 
Bournemouth.  She said: 

In hockey the school can boast of quite a good eleven. 

Winifred Peck (née Knox) was selected to play hockey for the 
Wycombe Abbey School hockey team in May 1897 as a substitute, 
when they played St Leonards but, she was selected  in Spring 1898 
for the Ist XI.  In 1899 she  transferred to St Leonards.  She had been 
ill and the bracing climate was considered good for her health 
Winifred  played hockey for her house at St Leonards in 1900 but not for the school.  Her observations about the 
attitude and behaviour of the girls at St Leonards is revealing.  After very happy years at Wycombe Abbey, Winifred, 
writing in A little learning, A Victorian Childhood described her experience at St Leonards.  An extract recorded: 

There was a preponderance of Scottish and North Country girls who all seemed to be alarmingly efficient, 
sensible, competent and hard…  Their bony frames hurt if you collided with them at hockey. 

Notting Hill and Ealing High School in College Letters 1899 recorded that they had belonged to the Public Day 
School Games Association for a year. The school played hockey against South Hampstead High School in 
February 1900. In 1901 they played Kensington, Baker Street, and Richmond.  In 1902 Miss Beakbane was 
appointed to the staff at Notting Hill and Ealing High School, to take whole charge of games.  This was probably 
Mary Edith Beakbane (1902) rather than her older sister Hannah. (The school had earlier links with Madame’s 
college as Ethel Stevenson (1892) had been a pupil at the school.) 

Gillian Avery quotes from a school magazine of Baker Street (Francis Holland, Regent ’s Park.)  In 1892 the hockey 
captain wrote:  

All who played it declare it to be one of the most exciting and exhilarating games they know. It is as thrilling as 
football but without the strong element of danger…  It is not in the least dangerous. 

The girls at Sidcot School, in Somerset probably began to play hockey in 1901/02 and so this was later than at 
Quaker schools such as The Mount School, York and Polam Hall in Darlington  Annie Lewis (1894) Q was teaching 
at Sidcot School at that stage. 

Heathfield School recorded hockey matches in 1901 against Englefield Green, Cedar House, Cobham, St Mary’s 
Clewer, Frimley and Clewer High School. (St Stephen’s Clewer had initially adopted hockey as their winter game 
but, by 1896, had changed to lacrosse.) By 1903 Heathfield’s fixture list has expanded to include The Princess 
Helena College, Roedean and Graham Street (Francis Holland, Sloane Square). 

The Hockey Field provides useful information and in October 1901, it stated: 

Grassendale School (Southborne) has one of the best known school teams and they can hold their own against any 
clubs in Hampshire.  

The Wycombe Abbey Gazette recorded they lost 6–0 to the Ling Association on 9th January 1902,  The game was 
played at Wormwood Scrubs. 

© St Felix School 
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The development of national representation 

Madame’s Report 1896-98 listed some of the original AEWHA players and indicated that Edith Clapham had 
attended St Leonards.  She entered the school in 1895 and so overlapped, for one year, with Ethel Rigby (1898), a 
very influential and formidable games player who coached her house teams to win.  Edith Clapham was a member 
of Miss Dove’s house for one year, before Miss Dove departed in 1896, to found Wycombe Abbey School. 

The St Leonards School Gazette in June 1897, stated that Edith Clapham’s hockey was considered very good….  
scored twice…. deserves praise…  Her house team, however, was less strong than other teams whose members 
included Helen Carver, later to play for England between 1899 and 1902 and Ida Stewart (1908) who was a 
reserve for the Scotland team in 1901. 

The change, from the traditional game at St Leonards called goals to hockey, took place in 1895, with 
encouragement from a member of staff and the Carver family. (Helen’s older sister, Alice Carver, educated at 
Wimbledon House School, later Roedean, was a member of the first England team. The family were related to 
Phyllis Carver who spent a short while at Dartford as a games coach in 1906.)  

In 1901 the Scotland team played the Irish international team, in Ireland. Ten of the Scottish players had attended 
St Leonards and one of them, Frances Todd, was still a member of the sixth form. It must have been 
uncomfortable for Frances, as a schoolgirl, to be involved and also very difficult for the only non St Leonards 
player, Miss Littlejohn.  Ida Stewart (1908) was named as a reserve for this match against Ireland. 

College games records indicate E.R Clarke (1906) was selected to play for the South in the 1909/1910 season.  
Her obituary, published the BӦU Magazine in 1985, suggests: 

Soon after, she was chosen as reserve for England and shortly afterwards secured her place in the English 
team. 

No dates were given. E.R. is included in a photograph of the England team in 1912.  College records suggest she 
played in 1911 and 1913. In 1919, she was the first captain of the England team after World War I. 

Elizabeth Ranken (1903) was the first Dartford trained Scottish international hockey player. She was selected to 
play in 1904.  She had attended George Watson’s College in Edinburgh. Violet Brown (1910) educated at St 
Leonards, played for Scotland in 1906, 1907 and 1908.  This was prior to her entry to Madame’s college, in 
September 1908, aged 23.  Violet was selected to play again in 1909, 1910, 1912, 1919 and 1920.  This was a 
remarkable achievement for a hockey player of that era.  Roberta Cunningham (1905) educated at Wycombe 
Abbey before entering Dartford  played for Scotland in 1909/1910.   

In 1912, Helen Stewart Walker (1914) was chosen to play against Ireland, prior to her entry to college that autumn. 
Helen was also selected to play for Scotland 
against England, in 1912, 1913 and 1914. 
She was the college hockey captain in 1913– 
1914.  Others from Dartford were selected for 
Scotland including: May Dickson, Norah 
Strathairn, Hope Douglas Brown, Love 
Douglas Brown and later Ella Vlandy, Jessie 
Torrance and Jean Calder. 

Wales did field an international team in 1900.  
Eustace E. White, in The Complete Hockey 
Player explained Wales formed an 
Association in 1898 but that matches against 
England were abandoned in 1902 as the 
England team was overpoweringly superior. 
The Hockey Paper online indicates one result 
was 15–0 at Abegavenny in 1902.  It states 
that matches were played from 1899–1909 
and started again in 1923 when the Women’s 

Association was formed.  The SWHA records suggest, Scotland played Wales every year from 1902–1909, even 
although Welsh matches against England had been abandoned.  (Swansea Ladies Hockey Club was founded in 
1902 and one of the first members was novelist, Amy Dillwyn Llewellyn of Hendrefoilan House, Sketty, who would 
have been well into her fifties at that stage.)  It was not until 1963 that Wales triumphed against England. 

         © The Ӧsterberg Collection 
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The introduction of hockey in the USA 

Hanna Fryborg completed her training at Dartford in 1897.  Her first appointment was Instructress at The Women’s 
College of Baltimore.  She taught Swedish gymnastics, basketball and, significantly, hockey to her female students. 
Hanna was a student at Dartford when hockey became established in 1895/96  with the help of some of her peers.  

Hanna returned to England in 1898, when she was invited to join Madame’s staff but, in 1899 Annie Hilliyard was 
appointed to the staff of The Women’s College of Baltimore.  Annie was considered a good hockey player, and had 
been a student at Girton College, before she entered college in 1897.  It is possible that she played hockey while at 
Girton, although that has never been documented. 

Strangely, Dr Lilian Welsh, made no mention of Hanna Flyborg in Reminiscences of thirty years in Baltimore and 
credited Annie with introducing hockey.  She wrote: 

...I advised Dr.Goucher to try an English teacher when the next vacancy occurred, from the School of Madame 
Österberg, a Swede, who had introduced the Swedish system into England and established a school there for 
training teachers which specially emphasized athletics and sports...  In 1897, when I visited England again, I 
was commissioned by Dr. Goucher to find a teacher and, through Madame Österberg’s influence, I was 
fortunate in securing the services of Miss Hillyard who will be remembered by many former students as a 
splendid specimen of physical vigor and an inspiring leader in outdoor sports. She introduced hockey to the 
College. Miss Hillyard had been a student at Girton, but because her health seemed not good had gone into 
physical training as a profession and after her own experience could often laugh a girl out of her ideas 
concerning physical disability. 

This last paragraph perhaps gives the impression that Annie Hillyard arrived in Baltimore in 1897. She did not. 

This information comes from Donnybrook Fair Class of 1899 

© Goucher College, Baltimore 
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She arrived to take up her post two years later, after graduating from college in 1899.  It seems possible that Dr 
Welsh did not correctly recall the year of her visit to England.  Immigration records indicate that the trip may have 
taken place between June and September 1899 rather than in 1897.  The History of Goucher College recorded:   

The advent in 1899 of Miss Hillyard as the new assistant in ‘physical culture’ 
whose special work it was to develop an interest in English outdoor games, 
intensified the zest for hockey.  It has always been played in the later part of 
October and in November... 

Annie remained on the staff at the college in Baltimore until 1906 when she 
returned to England and subsequently married. Another Dartford graduate, Hilda 
Rodway (1901) arrived in 1906 to replace Annie and, in 1909 Elizabeth Ranken 
(1903) joined the faculty.  Elizabeth only taught in Baltimore for one year but 
Hilda, who was appointed as Director of Physical Training in 1913, stayed until 
1916.  She left to ‘give herself to hospital work’. 

The tradition of employing Madame’s graduates continued and, in 1915, Norah 
Parkes Jervis (1904) and Gwyneth Plume (1915) were appointed to the staff.  
Norah took over as Director of Physical Training in 1916. Donnybrook Fair, 
recording the events of 1916–17 recorded:  

The hockey season this year was a particularly long and good one.  New 
interest was aroused through Miss Jervis’ lecturers for beginners and through the splendid untiring coaching of 
all the teams by Miss Jervis, Miss Plumbe and Miss Dever. 

The influence of these Dartford trained members of staff is clear. Miss Constance Applebee has been widely 
acclaimed as the person who started field hockey in the USA but she was not the first. 

An undated newspaper cutting in the Bryn Mawr College archive, written by Betty Hardesty, explained that 
Constance Applebee was visiting America in 1901 to observe the American way of teaching physical education. 
During the course of her visit, she met Miss Ballentine, the Athletics Director at Vassar, who invited Constance to 
introduce hockey to her students over the course of a week.  The girls at Vassar embraced the game with 
enthusiasm and invitations to coach at Smith College, Mount Holyoke College and Bryn Mawr College followed.  In 
1904, after coaching in many colleges, Constance accepted the post of Athletic Director at Bryn Mawr College in 
PA.   

Bryn Mawr was founded in 1885 and was originally a Quaker institution.  (One of their early students was Katharine 
Porter, the sister of Ester Porter, who visited Dartford in 1897 and introduced the students to basketball. Katherine 
studied biology and then was the first Bryn Mawr College graduate to then go on to study medicine at John Hopkins 
University in 1894.) 

In October 1920 a pioneer group of fifteen members of the All-Philadelphia hockey team went to England.  When 
Constance Applebee died in 1981 her obituary published in the USFHA’s magazine, The Eagle, included: 

Under her guidance the first team of American women to travel abroad for the purpose of athletic competition in 
any sport sailed to England, finishing their matches with the record  2–8. 

The  friendships made on this tour led to an invitation for an English team to visit America in October 1921.  Helen 
Armfield (1912) Q an England Hockey player, travelled to America to play and coach hockey for two months.  Miss 
E.R Clarke (1906) went at the same time and stayed for six weeks.  They were members of a touring team who 
went to help develop hockey in the USA.  

The Hockey Field in 1922 and 1923 recorded that the USFHA recruited coaches from England to help them expand 
their knowledge of the game. The AEWHA was asked to find suitable applicants.  Candidates were vetted by 
AEWHA officers before being approved.  

Christina Stevenson (1923), the college hockey captain that year, applied and was appointed as one of a small 
group of coaches who went to coach in the USA, in 1923.  Her first commitment was to work alongside Constance 
Applebee, at her camp known as Camp Tegawitha, in the Poconos Mountains in PA.   Although college and club 
players had attended Constance Applebee’s camp the previous year, 1923 saw the inclusion of schoolgirls for the 
first time.  Rosabelle Sinclair (1912) by then living in America, also coached at the camp, as did Helen Armfield 
(1912) and other England players. 

 

Annie Hillyard 

© The Ӧsterberg Collection 
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Camp Tegawitha, Poconos Mountains PA 1923 

These photographs are taken from the 43 page camp brochure, donated to The Ӧsterberg Collection by Christina 
(Kirstie) Stevenson (later Mrs Guthrie). They provide very good images of a sports camp in the early 1920s. 

At a later date, probably in the 1930s, Joy Cran Barry (1921) became a director, with Constance Applebee, of the 
September Hockey and Lacrosse Camp, Mt Poconos, PA. 
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Coaching hockey in the USA in 1923 

 

The Hockey Field was involved, on behalf of the USFHA, in the recruitment of British coaches invited to teach in 
America in the latter part of 1923. 

The issue published on Thursday 29th March 1923 included an announcement that the USFHA has applied 
for coaches to teach in America from 20th September and 10th December 1923.  (There was an inference that a 
previous announcement had been made.) Names and references were to be invited.  

The issue published on 4th October 1923 mentioned that a request, made in March, for people to put their 
names forward, had been followed up.  

A report, on 16th June had indicated that prospective coached had been invited to meet officers of the AEWHA.  

The first group of coaches left on 15th August and a second group a month later.  The arrangement made was that 
the coaches were giving their services for free and the USFHA were covering all the other expenses. 

This was followed by an article below, written by Helen Armfield which mentioned former Dartford students 
Rosabelle Sinclair (1912) and Christina (Kirstie) Stevenson (1923). 

   © The Ӧsterberg Collection 
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English players and coaches in Philadelphia in 1923 

L-R : Stevenson,  Adams, Trevelyan, Burr, Summerhayes, Brock, Richards, Imrie, Patterson, Warner and Armfield 

Underlined players  were trained at Dartford College  © The Ӧsterberg Collection 

   © The Ӧsterberg Collection 

 

Helen Armfield left college in 1912 

 

Eirene Summerhayes (later Mrs Belk) left 
college in 1919 

 

Marjory Brock  left college in 1922.  She died in 
1928 from typhoid 

 

Christina (Kirstie) Stevenson (later Mrs Guthrie) 
left college in 1923 

 

 

 

Left:  Christina (Kirstie) Stevenson at the  
Philadelphia Cricket Club 
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This article, published in 1923, mentions a number of Dartford Old Students:  

 Helen Armfield (1912)  appointed Head Coach by the AEWHA, Margery Brock, Christina (Kirstie) 
 Stevenson (later Mrs Guthrie) and Eirene Summerhayes (later Mrs Belk)  
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                                  BӦU Magazine 1935 

 

Helen, far left, was the General Secretary of the 
IFWHA between 1930–1933 

 

She became the Hon. Treasurer of the IFWLA from 
1933–1950 

 

In 1938 Helen was the Hon. Secretary of the AEWHA 
and then the President of the AEWHA for ten years 

(1947–1957)  
 

In 1955, the AEWHA celebrated their Jubilee and 
the SWHA gave the AEWHA a present of ashtrays 

    Photograph published in 1922–72 USFHA 
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Helen Armfield had a distinguished career within the hockey world.   

BӦU Magazines recorded her work: 

1929 

1934 

1936 

1937  

1938 
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The English players visited clubs and colleges and played one match against the former 1920 All-Philadelphia team 
and one against the former 1921 team.  At that stage Philadelphia was the only section of the country with a hockey 
club league and an All-City team made up of the best players from the club teams.  One outcome of the tour was 
the subsequent founding of the USWFHA and hockey associations in several major cities.   

In 1922,  Mary Barrow (1920) had joined the Athletics Department at Bryn Mawr. The College News explained that 
the Alumni had provided money to fund the salary of a second Assistant for Miss Applebee.  Mary’s family were 
Quakers and they came from Kings Norton, near Birmingham. It is likely that the family would have known Ethel 
Adair Impey (Roberts 1898)   Mary had been educated at The Mount, York.  Her obituary, published in the BӦU 
Magazine in 1985, written by her husband, said she helped ‘two or three other notable English teachers to 
introduce Women’s Hockey to America’. 

It seems probable that Cecily Bartle (1926) replaced Mary as an assistant in the Athletics Department at Bryn Mawr 
College.  It is not known how long she stayed on the staff.  In 1930 Cecily was staying with Joy Cran (1921) in 
Boston. 

Ursinus College in PA, used to house the 
USA Field Hockey Hall of Fame. This list 
of Honorary Members was written on a 
pillar at Ursinus College. 

Several of the first Honorary Members 
were trained at Dartford: 

Helen Armfield (1912), G. Margaret 
(Peggy) Inglis (1916), Helen Crawhall-
Wilson (1918), Sophie Pearson (1918)  
and Joyce Cran Barry (1921)  

This was an award given for exceptional 
service.  

In 1918, Peggy Inglis had been 
appointed to the staff of Dunfermline 
College of Physical Education as an 
assistant member of the gymnastics 
staff. (She was affectionately known by 
the students as Bingles.) 

Four years later, on 10th September 
1922, Peggy sailed to Philadelphia, 
giving her occupation as a gymnastics 
and games coach.  She travelled with 
two English coaches:  Hilda Burr, who 
stated she was an amateur hockey 
coach and Cecily Warner, who indicated 
she was a teacher.  Gertrude East, who 
played for Scotland, also travelled on the 
same boat. She stated she was a hockey 
coach. They arrived on 29th September.  

On 1st September 1922, Sophie 
Pearson, arrived in Boston, giving her 
occupation as a gymnastics and games 
mistress. She was also en route to 
Philadelphia to coach hockey.  Travelling 
on the same boat was an Alice (Nan) 
Hunt and she and Sophie were to be 
looked after by Hazel A. Coffin of 
Germantown, PA. who was representing 
the USWFHA.  
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The development of women’s hockey in Australia 

Two of Madame’s old students were instrumental in the development of hockey 
for girls and women in Australia:  Gwynneth Morris (1906) and Phyllis Clubbe 
(1912).  

In 1904, Gwynneth was sent to train at Madame Bergman Osterberg’s College by 
her older sisters, Edith and Mary Morris, who together, ran what became known 
as the Melbourne Church of England Girls’ Grammar School. (originally Merton 
Hall). However, Ray Crawford, in Sport for Young Ladies: The Victorian 
Independent Schools 1875–925, explained that in 1903 hockey had been 
introduced by the Headmistress of Lauriston Girls’ High School who had seen the 
game played in England.  This was before Gwynneth had embarked on her 
training.  By 1904, Gwynneth’s sister, Mary Morris, had organised a Girls’ Hockey 
Association for four schools. Two more schools had joined by 1906.  By the time 
Gwynneth had completed her training at college and returned to Melbourne, 
hockey was in place at the school her sisters ran.  Gwynneth was a hockey 
‘beginner’ when she arrived at college but she was included in the college 2nd XI, 
in the 1905/1906 season, as right wing. She formed the Victorian Women’s 
Hockey Association and, in the same year  became the first President of the All 
Australian Women’s Hockey Association.    

Phyllis Clubbe (1912) was educated at Wycombe Abbey School where she showed great enthusiasm for games.  
She returned to Australia and the Wycombe Abbey Gazette, in November 1905, recorded she and her sister had 
formed the Wandah Ladies Hockey Club.  Phyllis helped to found the New South Wales Hockey Association in 
1908 and launched hockey to women in Australia.  She then sailed back to England and embarked on her college 
course in 1910. 

Janet Beverley who, in 2015, published her research about the development of hockey in Australia, has generously 
agreed to the extract below being included in this document. 

Extract from the New South Wales Women’s Hockey Association  Minute Book 

Report of a visit of a New South Wales team to Melbourne, September 1909.  

A N.S.W women’s hockey team captained by Miss (P.) Clubbe, left Sydney for a visit to Melbourne on September 
19 (Sunday), 1909.  

The chief object of this visit was to gain some idea of the state of hockey in Victoria and to suggest the formation of 
a Victorian Women’s Hockey Association, which should affiliate to the N.S.W.W.H.A. with the view of furthering the 
interest of hockey in the two states and of arranging future inter-state matches. 

A meeting was held on Friday, September 24th on the M.C.C. ground, before a match between the N.S.W. team 
and a team representing Victoria. There were present the two XIs and others interested in hockey.  Miss Morris the 
Victorian captain, spoke a few words of welcome and asked 
Miss West to open the discussions and read a few of the rules 
of the N.S.W.W.H.A. which might help Victoria in forming their 
own Association. We learned that Tasmania has several 
hockey clubs and twice a team has visited Victoria. 

Adelaide University has also sent a team to Melbourne, 
otherwise hockey in S. Australia does not seem to be 
flourishing. Western Australia is the only other state besides 
N.S.W. which has an Association and it seems not improbable 
that they would be willing to send a team to Victoria or N.S.W. 
for an inter-state match – clubs there seem to think nothing of 
travelling 200 miles to a match. 

The BӦU Magazine, published in 1927, recorded that Elizabeth 
S. Macfie (1924) had been appointed vice-captain of the 
England Touring Team to Australia that year and Helen 
Armfield was on the International Selection Committee. 
Elizabeth Macfie sailed to Australia on 22nd April 1927. 

1912 Phyllis Clubbe 

© The Ӧsterberg Collection  

  © TӦC 
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Madame’s students in South Africa:  1893 and beyond.  

The majority of the students who went to South Africa to take up posts in girls’ schools probably taught hockey. 

Vida Sturge (1893) educated at Sidcot School, Somerset was the first of Madame’s students to go to South Africa.  
Vida accepted a post at The Collegiate School in Port Elizabeth in 1893, but there is no evidence she taught 
hockey.  

Georgina Ada Rees (1903) was appointed to  teach at Wynberg Girls’ School in South Africa in 1908.  

The History of Wynberg School online states:  
Wynberg was the first girls' school in South Africa to have a fully qualified Physical Education teacher, Miss 
Dolly Rees who studied in London. A gymnasium was erected in 1900, and a hockey field was laid out … 
Activities at school were hockey, cricket and tennis.   

Caroline Gwendoline Mullings (1904) was educated at Godolphin School. She taught at Wimbledon High School 
and was a very respected member of staff but, in 1912, she sailed to South Africa.  She taught, firstly, at Milbourn 
House School, Claremont, Cape Town. By 1913 she was teaching at St Michael’s Home, Bloemfontein, South 
Africa. A year later she moved to Rondebosch. The BÖU Magazine published in 1936 recorded she had taught at 
the Rustenburg Girls’ High School, in Rondebosch since 1914.  

Anna Farnie (or Fannie) Smith Ranken (Mrs Thomas Maynard Parkinson) (1905) was educated at George 
Watson’s Ladies’ College in Edinburgh.  She taught at Roedean School, Johannesburg, South Africa in 1908. 

Jessie Willis (1906) attended a variety of schools before entering college. By 1913, she was teaching at The 
Wesleyan High School, Grahamstown, South Africa. 

Muriel A.B. Moir (1908) educated at St Leonards became the premier hockey umpire in South Africa and taught in 
Wynberg from 1921. 

Ida L. Stewart (1908) also educated at St Leonards was appointed to  teach at Wynberg Girls’ School in South 
Africa in 1909.  She joined Georgina Ada Rees (1903) teaching drill and games which included hockey. (Ida left 
the school in 1916 to undertake massage work at the local hospital.) 

Margaret Millicent Lawrence (Mrs Harris) (1910) attended Roedean and later taught at Roedean, Johannesburg. 
She married and lived in Benoni, in the Transvaal.  

Winifred Henson (Mrs Yell) (1910) educated at Wycombe Abbey taught at the High School for Girls, Kimberley, 
She became captain of the South African Hockey Team.  In 1929, The BӦU Magazine recorded Winifred had 
published a book about hockey with a Miss H.E. Millen.  Topics included: ground work, coaching and tactics.  It 
was available from the Ling Association 3/- post free.  Winifred had strong links with the Pretoria High School 
where she taught between 1920–22 and 1940–45. In 1964 she was President of the Northern Transvaal Women’s 
Hockey Association. In 1978, she said she was still interested in hockey.  (BӦU Magazine 2017) 

Doris Brewtnall (1911) educated at St Leonards went to South Africa in 1916 to take up a post as games mistress 
at St Cyprians’ School, Cape Town.    

Flora Kilgour McKenzie (Mrs Basil Burnham) (1917) attended South Hampstead High School and then had a  
governess in South Africa.  Her father was born in South Africa but he undertook his medical training at Edinburgh 
University and was a doctor in Durban, South Africa.  Flora’s first post was at Roedean in Johannesburg.  Flora 
replaced Margaret Millicent Lawrence when she left the school to marry.  Flora married in 1928.   

Molly Kildare Hamilton (Mrs Norman McGregor) (1918) was born in South Africa. Her father was a gentleman’s 
outfitter in Pretoria. She attended Roedean School, in Johannesburg, from the age of nine.  In 1916 Molly arrived 
in England, accompanied by her mother, to start her college course. They experienced a very adventurous voyage 
from South Africa.  It included sleeping on deck in case the boat was torpedoed.  In August 1919, Molly returned to 
South Africa, to take up an appointment at Roedean, Johannesburg.  She married in 1926.  

The BÖU Magazine in 1927, recorded Muriel Moir (1909), Winifred Henson (Mrs Yell) (1910) and Maria Martina 
Logeman (1918) visited college with the South Africa hockey team and, also that Nancie Ellaline David (1918), 
was teaching at the Girls’ Collegiate College, Pietermaritzburg. Nancie returned to the UK in 1930. 

1n 1929, the BÖU Magazine reported a photograph had been taken of three of Madame’s former students, plus 
two other students educated at Dartford, at the Inter Provincial Hockey Tournament in Bloemfontein. Unfortunately 
the image has not survived but the students were: Caroline Gwendoline Mullings (1904), Muriel Moir (1909), 
Winifred Yell (1910), Maria Martina Logeman (1918) and C.M. Hunter (1927). 
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Old Students who made a difference 

Kathleen Doman (1917)  

Kathleen May Doman was born in Lancashire on 12th May 1895.  She was educated at St Leonards School, in St 
Andrews, and entered college in 1915.  She was a very talented games player. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This image shows Kathleen in the school hockey team in 1914. Centre row:  Kathleen Doman, Gladys Campbell 
(1911) Dorothy Taylor (1912) and Kitty McKane, Wimbledon singles winner 1924 and 1926.  In this  photograph,  
on the back row, are far left, Sophie Messum who entered Dartford in 1914 but who did not appear to complete the 
course and centre, Sophie Pearson (1918), who played a large part in the early development of hockey in America.  
Also in the photograph, but unidentified, is Margaret Amos, who coached hockey in America, in 1921. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

© The Ӧsterberg Collection  
(The date,  on the back of the photograph, suggests 1912 or 1913 but this is not correct as Kathleen 
was still at school until July 1915.  It could be 1920 as all these players were selected for England that 
year.) 

Kathleen Doman(1917), Hilda Light, E.R. Clarke (1906) ,Joyce Wolton (1914) and  
Mrs Bellchamber  All members of the England XI 
 

1914 © St Leonards School 
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When Kathleen completed her training in 1917, she was 
appointed to the staff of Roedean School. She joined the college 
staff in 1922.   

Kathleen Bird, in a letter dated 1977 addressed to Jane Claydon, 
said:   Kathleen was a contemporary of mine, and a great friend, 
she was an outstanding student with great ability in many fields.  
Later when she was captain of the English Hockey team and a 
well known name over the country, she came to Benenden during 
its first School term in 1923 and made an invaluable present of 
three coaching sessions in hockey and la crosse. 

Kathleen was chosen to play  hockey for the East and England 
and was selected as captain of the England team. In 1925, the 
AEWHA chose their first women’s touring team.  England had 
been invited to visit South Africa and Kathleen was appointed 
captain.  Kathleen also undertook some coaching and lecturing 
during the tour. The England team returned home undefeated.  In 
1928 Kathleen Doman captained another tour, this time to the 
USA. She was Chairman of the AEWHA Selection Committee for 
the 1938/39 season.   

Kathleen contributed articles to The Sportswoman, in the late 
1920s and 1930s.  It was America’s first magazine devoted to 
women’s athletics and was edited by Constance Applebee.  

It was originally meant to focus on the U.S. Field Hockey Association, which Constance Applebee had helped to 
found but, it spread to cover other growing programmes such as water polo, badminton, athletics, tennis, lacrosse, 
swimming, archery, fencing and basketball.   

Constance Applebee used the magazine as a platform to give a voice to female athletes.  Rosabelle Sinclair (1912) 
was a contributing Editor. E.R. Clarke (1908) submitted articles, as did Joy Cran (1921) and Cecily Bartle (1926).  

The Sportswoman published an 
account of the 1928 hockey tour, in 
November that year.  Kathleen was 
joined on the 1928 tour by two other 
Dartford trained players:  

T. Joan Lingwood (1919) and Audrey 
F. Cattell (1926).  

The BӦU Magazine 1929 included an 
article written by Kathleen about her 
experiences during her visit to the 
USA.  (See page 29.) 

In 1930 Kathleen resigned her post at 
college and accepted a role with 
Messrs Lillywhites. 

Kathleen’s obituary in The Times, 
published on 10th May 1988, recorded 
she had been selected to play hockey 

for England in 1920 and she continued to play until 1931.  It also stated: 

She first made her mark at hockey building up a formidable reputation as a defence player for Kent and the East 
of England. 

She became a legendary figure and those who faced her as left back, partnered from 1923 by M.M. Knott testify 
that her defence was well-nigh unbreakable.  

The Kingsfield Book of Remembrance includes an account of Kathleen’s life. She was an enormously respected 
Old Student, by those who had connections with her through hockey, lacrosse and cricket.  

 

Kathleen Doman 

1922 © The Osterberg Collection 
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Kathleen Doman’s article about the 1928 tour was published in the BӦU Magazine in 1929 
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Dartford trained students  

coached at  

The Scottish Women’s   

Hockey Camp  

Ballater in 1924 

In August 1924 Kathleen Doman 
was invited to coach hockey at 
the Scottish Women’s Hockey 
Camp held at Ballater.   

This was a popular event and 55 
players attended. 3 had  trained 
at Dartford:  

  E. M. Arnold,  

  Elizabeth S. Macfie,  

  Irene M. Park  

The English guest coaches were 
credited with helping to lift  
hockey in Scotland out of the 
doldrums. 

Kathleen was still coaching at 
the camp in 1938. 

 

The Empire Tournament July and August 1930 

This was held in South Africa and Rhodesia. An account of the event is included in the BӦU Magazine published in 
1931. The article written by Eileen Mary Ward (1927) stated she, Audrey F. Cattell (1926) and Betty Hemming 
(1927)  were selected for the team which also included representatives from Bedford and Anstey. 

The records held in the University of Bath state: 

Edith Thompson travelled as the England team manager. She had first proposed the idea for an Empire Hockey 
Tournament after touring South Africa with the England team in 1925.  As well as England, teams from Scotland, 
South Africa and Australia participated.  

The SWHA Jubilee booklet 1900-1950 made reference to a Scottish Touring team participating in this event but no 
record was kept of those who participated.  However, Ancestry.com does provide a list of the English and Scottish 
team who returned to Southampton, after the event, on SS Armadale Castle on 27th August 1930.  Sixteen were in 
the England contingent and fifteen in the Scottish group. 

Eileen Taylor (1936)  

A great deal has been written about Eileen, who was the first National Coach appointed by the AEWHA. Eileen’s  
books, Coaching Hockey in Schools published in 1967 and Women’s Hockey, Do it this way also published in 1967, 
have been used by many generations of teachers 

A full tribute to Eileen Taylor, written by Brenda Coleshill, is lodged in The Ӧsterberg Collection. An excerpt from a 
tribute from the Springbok Women’s Hockey Team of 1950, written by Erica Drummond, who said Eileen made a 
great impression on us, was included in the BӦU Magazine 2007: 

We, the Bokkies of 1950, wish to pay tribute to our wonderful English Hockey Coach, Eileen Taylor, who died in 
the UK in May 2006.  Eileen was the official AEWHA coach but she was also employed by the All South Africa 
and Rhodesian Women’s Hockey Association to coach the Springbok team. In 1950 she travelled and coached 
in South Africa and then Southern Rhodesia, during the three months of the International Women’s Hockey 
Tournament.  We had our own train and baggage master, and played in the main centres in both countries. The 
other competing countries who had arrived by sea included England, Scotland, Ireland, Wales, the USA and a 
mixed group of players from Europe called the Wanders.  Eileen raised the level of our game considerably… 

© TӦC 
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Eileen Taylor lectured at Dunfermline College of Physical Education from 1942–48 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Joyce Whitehead (1937) was very well known by generations of hockey enthusiasts, in her role as Editor of 
The Hockey Field. She  taught in Leicester and in Derby, and then joined Marjorie Pollard on the staff of The 
Hockey Field.  She became Editor in 1970 and later worked for The Times as their Hockey Correspondent.  She 
played hockey for England and was a selector.  Her name appears in The Kingsfield Book of Remembrance.  The 
University of Bath archive holds four albums, compiled by Joyce, in their AEWHA collection. 

Jessie Torrance (1943) was a member of the Scotland team who played in the IFWHA tournament in 1950 in 
South Africa and she also toured in the US in 1951. Jessie played for Scotland between 1946–1953. She 
captained the team in 1951–1953 and made 20 international appearances. 

Phyllis Allinson (1947) was selected for England and  toured in Holland in 1948.  This was followed by a 
tour to South Africa in 1950 and Australia in 1956 when she was appointed vice-captain.  Her final tour was to 
Germany in 1958.  She played in 15 international matches.  Phyllis was appointed vice-president of the AEWHA in 
1976.  She was a lecturer at Bedford College of Physical Education for 24 years. She was a very well respected 
member of staff. 

Catherine H. Lambert (1948) was very involved with the development of indoor hockey.  She was appointed 
manager of the first Scottish international team indoor team in 1979.  A role she held for many years.  Her team 
won the silver medal at the European Indoor Cup competition in Berlin, in 1981.  They lost to Germany in the final. 

Jean Calder (1950) made a very significant contribution to international hockey in Scotland.  She gained 25 
caps and played in three IFWHA Tournaments: in Australia in 1956, in the Netherlands in 1959 and in the USA in 
1963.  Jean was General Secretary of the SWHA between 1967-1971 and Vice President in 1971–1974. She took 
on the role of SWHA President in 1974 and held that post during the IFWHA Tournament held in Edinburgh in 
1975.  She retired in 1977. The IFWLA presented her with a special award in appreciation of her work ‘over many 
years’ in connection with the Edinburgh event. 

Freda Walker (1953) was an England player and selector.  In 1976 she published a book with Brenda Read 
Advanced Hockey for Women.  Freda contributed to the Wembley Archive at The Hockey Museum. 

With permission from the Dunfermline College of Physical Education  O.S.A. 
1948 College Staff and 3rd Year students 

 

Also in the photograph are centre, Helen Drummond (1915) and on her left Isobel Jarvis (1914) 
Unidentified but included are: Madeline M. Mackay (1925) who joined the Dunfermline staff in 1945, 

Augusta Kent and Kathleen Tuck who were all on the Dartford staff in the 1930s. 
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Phyl Allinson (1947) 

 

 

This photograph was reproduced in the Bedford Physical  

Education OSA Annual Report in 2012 

BPEA OSA 6/1 (2012) 
 

Phyl was a member of the college staff at  
Bedford College of Physical Education for  

twenty four years but she was clearly still proud  
to wear her Dartford brooch 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Jean Calder (1950) 
played a leading role in the 

organisation of the  
11th IFWHA Conference  

held in  
Edinburgh in 1975 

 

 

     Copy held in the St      
       Leonards Archive 
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Dartford old students published books about coaching 
hockey and contributed to others 

Helen Armfield (1912), as President of the AEWHA, wrote a 
forward to the first Know the Game book published in 

1949.  A book very familiar to many Dartford students and 
certainly still in use in the 1960s 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(I have been unable to find images for  Rachael Heyhoe Flint’s book Just for kicks or for Winifred Yell’s book, written 
with a Miss H.E. Millen, published in South Africa in 1929.  Their topics included tactics, ground work and coaching.) 
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Catherine L. Brown (1953) was born in Letterkenny, in the Republic of Ireland, but the family moved to 
Northern Ireland and Catherine was educated at Londonderry High School. It 
was probably unusual for an Irish girl to enter Dartford College.  An account of 
her travel arrangements included: train to Londonderry, boat to Scotland, train to 
London and then onwards to Dartford. 

Catherine taught, firstly, at Regent House Grammar School in Newtownards, Co. 
Down and later accepted a post as a lecturer at Stranmillis Teacher Training 
College, a university college of Queen's University, Belfast.  

She was selected to play hockey for Ireland and attended the 1963 IFWHA 
Conference at Goucher College, Baltimore.  (This event was considered a world 
championship.)  Catherine also must have undertaken to do some coaching at 
Sauk Valley, a Sports Camp in Michigan as it was there she was invited to teach 
at Ohio University.  She remained in the US for the rest of her life. The USWFHA 
publication which covered the history of the Association between 1922–1972 
included an article written by Catherine about the Great Lakes Section.  
Catherine  was Chairman of the Great Lakes Section in 1977. 

Catherine was awarded a doctorate in Philosophy of Sport in 1983 and an 
Honorary rating from the USWFHA. More information about Catherine’s life from 

an American perspective can be obtained from ohiobobcats.com.  

Catherine’s obituary was published in the BӦU Magazine in 2015. It provides some details of Catharine’s life.  She 
died in 2012. Also see the youtube video made about her work at Ohio University. https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=6C8Wz0HU_is 

Rachael Heyhoe Flint (1964) played GK for England in 1964.  Two years later she wrote Just for Kicks, 
published by Marjorie Pollard, about goalkeeping skills, Two other instructional books about hockey followed: 
Women's Hockey, published in 1976 and Field Hockey published two years later, in 1978, as one of Barron's 
pictorial sports instruction series.  

Other old students, who became internationals and who embarked on their college course in the 1960s include: 

Sandra Ramsey (1966) was captain 
of the Dartford College hockey team in 
her final year.  When she completed 
her training she returned to Scotland 
and became involved with the Scottish 
Schoolgirls Hockey Association. She 
was Vice-President of the SSHA from 
1974 to 1976.  Sandra took over as 
President from 1976–1979. 

Janice Hadfield (1968) was captain 
of the East Under 23 and she was also 
selected to play for England Under 23. 
Janice has had a very distinguished 
career as an international hockey 
umpire, based in Australia. She 
officiated at the 1988 Olympic Games 
and the 1990 World Games. She then 
took on the responsibility of working as 
the FIH Umpire’s Manager at world 
events including the 2004 and 2008 
Olympic Games. In 2006 she was awarded the Guust Lathouwers Memorial Trophy (awarded every two years for 
outstanding service to the development and promotion of umpiring) by the FIH.  An internet search for Janice will 
produce many articles about her significant achievements. 

Jen Tidswell (1968) played hockey for Wales.  Cynthia Pipe (1970) and Sue Bynoe (1970) represented 
England Under 23.  Sheila Condren (1970) played for England and participated in the IFWHA Conference, in 
Auckland in 1971. 

Sue Bynoe,     Jen Tidswell          Janice Hadfield                      Cynthia Pipe 

http://www.amazon.com/Women%2527s-Hockey-Rachel-Heyhoe-Flint/dp/B003X8944E/ref=la_B001KHPWO6_sp-atf_title_1_4/186-6847497-2632909?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1380563356&sr=1-4
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Appendix I 

 Early ‘hockey like’ games were played in schools 

Few photographs exist of early ‘hockey like’ games.  The one below is dated 1893 or 1894  and shows St Leonards 
girls playing their own game called goals.  The umpire appears to be elevated and sitting in a tennis umpire’s chair. 
(She is just visible to the left of centre.) The surface of the goals’ ground was created from gravel. 

Left: 

The extract from the  
St Leonards School Gazette, dated 

February 1893, includes a letter from 
a student at Girton College 

 

It gives an insight into hockey at 
Girton at that stage, the equipment 
being used by the players and the 

style of play 

It also provides information about 
goals as it states that in that earlier 
game both sides of the stick were 

used 

No name was attached to the article 
but one possibility could be Alice 

Grierson 
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Appendix II 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The demonstration game involved the Carver family from Knutsford and the Milnes from Cheadle  
The Rigby family came from Altrincham 

     Dartford 1896–98  

 

An example of an early inter-school fixture   © St Leonards School  
Wycombe Abbey School and St Leonards School, 7th May 1897 

 

The photograph was taken in the cloisters at Wycombe Abbey School.  It was described as a most trying ordeal 
in the face of a large audience. 

 The school uniforms are very similar but the Wycombe Abbey team seem to be wearing badges on the left side 
of their tunics. It is possible to see the sticks, the ball and GK pads. 

Ida Stewart (1908)   Dorothy Milne       Helen Carver     Edith Clapham     

 

 Winifred Knox (WAS) 
 Later Lady Peck 

 

 

This announcement in the  

St Leonards Gazette in 1964  

illustrates  

Ethel’s involvement in the  

replacement of goals by 

hockey in 1895 

 

 

The name Carsons should read Carver.          © St Leonards School 
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Appendix III 

Mary Barrow (1920) joined the staff at Bryn Mawr College in 1922 

As the college was founded by Quakers, this appointment may have been an attractive one for both Mary and the 
college. A number of Madame’s early students were members of the Society of Friends. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Also mentioned in the text above and, perhaps surprisingly, is Miss Hilda Walton, a former Principal at Dartford.  
Miss Walton’s early life was spent in Scarborough. Her father ran a school called Oliver’s Mount attended by George 
Rowntree.  It was a Quaker School for boys, patronised by well known families who were members of the Society of 
Friends. It later became a Woodard Trust School and was called Queen Margaret’s School, Scarborough.  It later 
moved to York.  This school had strong links to college for both students and members of staff. 

Before becoming Principal at Dartford Miss Walton was Domestic Bursar at Somerville College Oxford. She left 
Dartford in 1920 and a year later was appointed as Warden of one of the Halls of Residence, known as Pembroke 
West, at Bryn Mawr College.          

She may well have been interested in 
this post because of the early Quaker 
connections. 

Miss Walton stayed in post for just 
one year at Bryn Mawr College.   

She returned to Southampton from 
New York on 16th June 1923.   

Later that year she took up her 
appointment as Warden of University 
House, a Hall of Residence for 
women students at Birmingham 
University.   

She retired from this post in 1937. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Helen Armfield  

and her assistant  

coaches are  

recorded coaching  

at  

Camp Tegawitha  

in this edition of   

The College Times   

© Bryn Mawr College. PA. USA 

1922 
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Conclusion 

 

 Men had been playing hockey since the mid-18th century and the initial hockey association for men was formed in 
1876.  Madame’s Report 1896-98 included comments which referred to the progress early women players made, 
as a result of watching men play the game.  It suggested that the brothers of these women players also played a 
part.  

The addition of hockey to the curriculum at Dartford was a reactive decision.  Madame was aware that girls ’ 
schools were playing the game and clubs and even national associations were being formed. She asked her 
students who had played hockey at school, (or a forerunner of it), to instruct their peers. 

Madame understood the importance of introducing her students to hockey as she realised it would be a game they 
would be expected to teach. 

Once her students had qualified and been appointed to schools they were in a strong position to encourage hockey 
or to introduce it as a new game. 

Helen Armfield stands out as an old student who did much to develop hockey in the USA but she also coached in 
Ireland and England. Helen’s involvement in summer camps with Miss Applebee and her work with district teams, 
college teams and her involvement with the IFWHA and the AEWHA is notable.  

 E.R. Clarke, Kathleen Doman also played very significant roles and were instrumental in spreading the game at 
home and abroad.  Under headings which included: Hockey hints, Ideas for hockey practice, and Speed that 
counts, E.R. Clarke, Kathleen Doman, Joy Cran and others, contributed articles about hockey and lacrosse in The 
Sportswoman, published in the USA.   

Eileen Taylor, was appointed to be the first AEWHA National Coach, and so she played an important role, not just 
at home but elsewhere, as the tribute from the 1950 Springbok hockey team confirms. 

More recently Janice Hadfield, as a hockey umpire, has made an impact in Australia through her work developing 
and training umpires. 

While Madame’s students travelled to different continents where they promoted the game in schools, clubs, 
counties/districts/territories and played in national teams, they did not initiate the game of hockey.   

Female members of staff, teaching in girls’ schools, who had been educated at women’s colleges at Oxford and 
Cambridge or other early established universities, do seem to have influenced the introduction of the game in 
schools.  Hockey clubs and brothers also appeared to played an important part as well as the girls themselves.  
They saw their friends playing and were motivated to form teams and participate in competitions. 

It is useful to reflect that Jane Frances Dove, writing in 1898 suggested that hockey was so well known.  Perhaps in 
her world of Girton College and fee paying girls’ schools this was her experience but, elsewhere work still had to be 
done. 

 

           Jane Claydon 

            May 2021 

 

 

 

Games, on the other hand, now so popular and, on the whole, so successful in girls' schools, were not in 
the original tradition, but were introduced by what one may call the second generation of mistresses, the 

college women, who about 1885, were making their influence felt in girls' schools. 
 

           Sara A. Burstall    
           Chapter XVIII Physical Training  
           Public Schools for Girls 1911 
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Further reading 

https://www.historyireland.com/volume-26/womens-hockey-in-ireland-a-short-history/ 

https://mathshistory.st-andrews.ac.uk/Biographies/Fawcett/pictdisplay/ Philippa Fawcett. Newnham Hockey 
team 1891 

http://www.thewimbledonclub.co.uk/home/Club-History 

https://chelmsfordhc.org.uk/about-us/club-history/ 

https://www.playingpasts.co.uk/articles/gender-and-sport/hockeys-religious-foundationspart-3quakers-play-and-

support-hockeys-development/ 

https://www.swanseahc.co.uk/a/welcome-to-swansea-hockey-club-55901.html?page=3 

https://archive.org/stream/historyofsidcots00knig/historyofsidcots00knig_djvu.txt 

https://www.thehockeypaper.co.uk/articles/2020/03/27/w 

Internet searches produce photographs of Blackheath Ladies in 1896, the Columbine Club in 1900 and Hornsey,  
in the early 1900s. 
 

     School Magazines 

 Chronicles of the Berkhamsted Girls’ Grammar School online 

 Chips and Sparks, Graham Street School (Francis Holland, Sloane Square) 

 Heathfield School Magazines online 

 Notting Hill and Ealing High School  Magazine 1902 online 

 St Leonards School Gazettes 

 Wimbledon High School Magazines onlne 

 Wycombe Abbey School Gazettes  
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Christina Stevenson’s BӦU brooch 1923 


